FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF
MALANKARA METROPOLITAN DR. JOSEPH MAR THOMA

Circular No.295

Blessings of our Lord Jesus Christ be with the Clergy, Vicars, Office-Bearers of
Parishes, Members of the Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam and the believers in our
Church

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

The decisions and resolutions of the Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam that met at
Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan Memorial Auditorium, Tiruvalla on
the Sth, 6" & 7" (Tue, Wed, Thu) September, 2017 presided over by me, and
approved by the Episcopal Synod held on 8" September 2017, as per Clause 107 of
the Church Constitution are hereby published and given below for the information of
all. You are informed through this circular order that all affairs of the Church, the
parishes and the institutions are to be implemented and directed in compliance with
them.

Grace be with you all.

Dated 12" September 2017, from the Poolatheen, Tiruvalla

Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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The Decisions of the Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam that met at Dr. Alexander

p N %

Mar Thoma Valiva Metropolitan Smaraka Auditorium, Tiruvalla
on the 5™, 6™ &7 ( Tue,Wed,Thu) September, 2017

. The motion for permission to approve the expenses incurred without or exceeding the

budget during the year 2016-2017 in respect of the Church and the institutions was
adopted after explanations and discussions.

The administrative report and the statement of accounts for the year commencing
from 01-04-2016 to 31-03-2017, already printed and published, were adopted
incorporating the necessary corrections (Appended). The audited statement of
accounts and the balance sheet, each in respect of the Church, the Vaideeka
Seminary, the Sabha Book Depot, Malankara Sabha Tharaka, M.T. & E.A. Schools
Corporate Management, the Episcopal Jubilee Institute, JMM Study Centre, TMAM
Research & Orientation Centre, MT Industrial Training Centre, MCRD, Easow Mar
Timotheos Centre for Evangelism & Rural Development — Sihora, Easow Mar
Timotheos Memorial Evangelists’ Training Centre — Hoskote and J.M. & M.A.
Memorial Centre for Holistic Development, Ayroor were unanimously passed.

The budget for the year 2017-2018, each in respect of the Church, the Vaideeka
Seminary, the Sabha Book Depot, Malankara Sabha Tharaka, M.T. & E.A. Schools’
Corporate Management Office, the Episcopal Jubilee Institute, JMM Study Centre,
TMAM Research & Orientation Centre, MT Industrial Training Centre, MCRD,
Easow Mar Timotheos Centre for Evangelism & Rural Development — Sihora, Easow
Mar Timotheos Memorial Evangelist Training Centre — Hoskote and J.M. & M.A.
Memorial Centre for Holistic Development, Ayroor were unanimously passed.

The motion, “Permission be given to the Sabha Council to spend during the first six
months of 2018-2019, amounts not exceeding 6/12 of what would be spent during the
year 2017-2018” was unanimously adopted.

The motion of Sabha Council for appointing the following Chartered Accountants as
the auditors for the year 2017-2018, was approved unanimously by the Prathinidhi
Mandalam: -

. M/s. Cheriyan & Cheriyan, Chartered Accountants, Miss East Road, Kottayam- 686
001.

M/s. Reji John & Co., Chartered Accountants, Near Children’s Library, Kottayam.
M/s. Kuruvilla & Co., Chartered Accountants, Pathanamthitta - 689 645.

M/s. Thomas Mathew & Associates, Chartered Accountants, Power House Road,
Tiruvalla - 689 101.

M/s. Thomas Jacob & Co., Chartered Accountants, Malankara Building Complex,
Palayam, Trivandrum.

M/s. M. Johanen & Co., No.13, Crescent Road, Shenoy Nagar, Chennai - 30.

M/s. K.C. Koshal & Co. Chartered Accountants, 1507, Wright Town, Jabalpur (M.P).
M/s. K. 1. Abraham & Co., Chartered Accountants, Tiruvalla.

M/s. Jacob Kovoor & Co., Chartered Accountants, Kochi.



10. M/s. Jacob Abraham & Co., Chartered Accountants, Chengannur.

6. The following persons who were recommended by the Sabha Council were appointed
as the members of Nicholson School Board for the period 2017-2020.

1. Dr. John M. Chacko
2. Dr. Soosamma Mathew
3. Smt. Ani Koshy
7. Adopted the resolution to approve ‘“the nomination of Rev. Abby K Joshua to the
Sabha Council from Mumbai Diocese, in the vacancy created by the retirement of
Rev. Raju George as per Sabha Constitution Clause 164(5).”
8. Adopted the resolution to approve “the nomination of Rev. Gigy Thomas to the Sabha
Council in the vacancy created by the transfer of Rev. Abby K Joshua from Mumbai

Diocese to Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam Diocese as per Sabha Constitution Clause
164(5).”

9. Adopted the resolution to approve “the nomination of Rev. Dr. Koshy P Varughese to
the Sabha Council in the vacancy created by the transfer of Rev. Banoji K Mathew
from Delhi Diocese to Kottayam - Kochi Diocese as per Sabha Constitution Clause
164(5).”

10. Adopted the resolution to approve “the nomination of Rev. Denny Philip to the
Sabha Council in the vacancy created by the transfer of Rev. Mathew Baby from
North America - Europe Diocese to Kottarakara - Punalur Diocese as per Sabha
Constitution Clause 164(5).”

11. Adopted the resolution to approve “the nomination of Rev. Mathew Baby to the
Sabha Council in the vacancy created by the transfer of Rev. V. T. Josen from
Kottarakara - Punalur Diocese to Chengannur - Mavelikara Diocese as per Sabha
Constitution Clause 164(5).”

12. Adopted the resolution to approve ‘“the nomination of Rev. V. Kunjukoshy to the
Sabha Council in the vacancy created by the transfer of Rev. Sunny Mathew from
Adoor Diocese to Kottarakara - Punalur Diocese as per Sabha Constitution Clause
164(5).”

13. A study was conducted in the Mandalam on the topic, “Spirituality in the Context of
Religious Fundamentalism & Communalism.”

14. Elections were held for the following posts for the period 2017-2020. The elections
of Sabha Council Members were conducted in diocesan and regional levels. The
elections of the office bearers and Vaideeka Selection committee were held during the
Prathinidhi Mandalam 2017. The names of the elected are as follows.

Sabha Council 2017 - 2020

Office Bearers

1. Sabha Secretary - Rev. K.G. Joseph

2. Clergy Trustee - Rev. Thomas C. Alexander
3. Lay Trustee & Treasurer - Mr. P.P. Achankunju
Niranam -Maramon Diocese

1. Rev. Alex P. John - Thalavady Padinjarekkara

2. Dr. John Abraham - Varicadu Sehion



3. Dr. Shiela Elizabeth Mathew
4. Mr. Jacob Immanuel

Kottayam- Kochi Diocese

1. Rev. Daniel Thomas

2. Mr. Jossy Kurian

3. Engr. Sosamma Varughese
4. Mr. Alex P. George

Kuttappuzha Jerusalem
Pularikad St. Marks

Elamkulam Jerusalem
Koothrappally Jerusalem
Thelliyoor Christose
Ericadu Moria

Malaysia-Singapore-Australia- New Zealand Diocese

1.  Mr. George Thomas

Ranni-Nilakal Diocese

1. Rev. Jacob George C.

Prof. Major M. G. Varghese
Mrs. Geetha Mathew

Mr. Abraham P. Thomas
Mr. Sam Mathew C.
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Mumbai Diocese

1. Rev. Eapen Abraham
2. Mrs. Ani Koshy

3. Dr. John Mathew ( Roy)

Kottarakara-Punalur Diocese

1. Rev. Dr. P. J. Mamachen

2. Adv. Brejesh Abraham

3.  Mr. Sajimon P.A

4. Mrs. Alice Mathew
Thiruvananthapuram- Kollam Diocese
1. Rev. Thomas Mathew ( Vilangara)
2. Mr. Johnson Abraham

3. Mrs. Mini George

Chengannur-Mavelikkara Diocese
1. Rev. Daniel M.S

2. Mr. Koshy Mathai

3. Mr. Aji Alex

4.  Mrs. P.J. Mariamma

North America -Europe

1. Rev.Jogy Thomas

2. Mrs. Nirmala Abraham

3. Mr. Varkey Abraham

Adoor Diocese

1. Rev. Alexander Tharakan T.K
2. Adv. Oommen Thomas

3. Adyv. Binu P. Rajan

4. Mrs. Jiji Mathew

Chennai- Bangalore

1.  Rev. Thomas John A.

2. Mr. Kunjuvarghese Cherian
3. Mrs. Jaya Mathew

Melbourne Mar Thoma

Pathanamthitta Mar Thoma
Kanakapalam Jeruslaem
Pathanamthitta Mar Thoma
Keekozhoor East Immanuel
Naranganam St. Thomas

Mulund Mar Thoma
Nerul Immanuel
Thane Mar Thoma

Pooyappally St. Thomas
Valakom Mar Thoma
Manjakkala Trinity
Panaveli Bethel

Peringalloor Mar Thoma
Mathaimukku Immanuel
Channapetta Bethanny

Chennithala St. Peters
Othara St. Pauls
Elanthur Valiyapally
Pennukkara Immanuel

Ephiphany MTC
Philadelphia MTC
Long Island MTC

Thumpamon Muttom Salem
Kayamkulam Salem
Kannamkode Mar Thoma
Nooranadu Salem

Hyderabad St. Thomas
Bangalore East
Nilgiri Mar Thoma



Kunnamkulam- Malabar Diocese

1. Rev. Kuruvilla Philip - Nilambur St. Thomas
2. Mr. M.C. Mathukutty - Chanthakunnu St. Pauls
3.  Mrs. Valsamma Mathew - Sulthan Bethery Jerusalem

Delhi-Diocese

1. Rev. Alexander Thomas - Indore

2. Mr. N. Sunny - New Delhi St. Thomas (Karol Bagh)
3. Mrs. Binu Mary Babu - Noida Immanuel

Gulf Region

1. Mr. Koshy Samuel - Bahrain

His Grace the Metropolitan informed the meeting that, one member has been elected from
Niranam — Maramon Diocese, who have become members of the Church, as a result of
Church’s missionary work and the remaining one more member will be nominated according to
the Constitution.

Vaideeka Selection Committee 2017-2020

. Rev. Dr. Easow Mathew
. Rev. C.V. Symon

. Rev. Dr. K.A. Abraham
. Rev. John Philip A.

. Rev. Joseph Mathew

Clergy
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Laypersons . Prof. Jacob George

. Prof. Dr. Jacob George Mallapally
. Adv. Prakash P. Thomas

. Prof. Thomas K. Varghese

. Adv. Suresh Koshy

. Mr. Mathew T. Abraham

. Prof. Dr. Manu Thomas

. Dr. George Varghese
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After declaring the result of Vaideeka Selection Committee two lay candidates have applied
for recounting. The final declaration of the list of lay representatives, will be made subject
to the result of recounting.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE MAR THOMA
PARISHES IN EUROPE (COMPE):

The Constitution of COMPE was presented with a brief preface. After detailed discussion
the presented Constitution of COMPE was accepted in principle and the Sabha Council was
authorized to study and make amendments if necessary with the approval of Episcopal
Synod and then reported to the Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam - 2018.

The Sabha Secretary and Clergy Trustee presented the following two urgent motions for
His Grace the Metropolitan.



1. Our nation is shocked by the deplorable incident of the shooting down of senior

media person Gowri Lankesh, an outstanding Kannada Journalist with a very
progressive outlook. We have to remember that her courageous outlook for change
led to her martyrdom for the cause of the freedom of media and democratic values.
We proudly remember the historic fact of the letter written to the then Prime Minister
of India Smt. Indira Gandhi by the then Mar Thoma Metropolitan Dr. Juhanon Mar
Thoma during the days of Emergency when it was felt that the freedom of opinion
and the press were in danger, in order to protect these great ideals. Any attempt to
endanger freedom of media, whoever may be responsible for it, needs to be resisted.
Central and State Governments have to take strong steps against such terrorist
activities. Even as paying tributes to the enlightening memories of Gowri Lankesh,
being cruelly shot down by criminals, the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church
shares the sorrow of the bereaved family.

. The steps taken by the Kerala state government allowing liquor shops near places of
worship and schools by amending existing laws are painful and deplorable. The
Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church places on record its deep concern about the
attitude of the government to raise funds and resources at the risk of encouraging the
addiction of the people for drinking and endangering the health of individuals and

families.

Both these urgent resolutions were unanimously approved by the Mandalam.

Special Mandalam
According to the Sabha Constitution Section 390 and as per the special notification, the

following Constitution amendment was approved by the Special Session of Sabha
Prathindhi Mandalam held on 6" September, 2017 at Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Smaraka

Auditorium, Thiruvalla.

Existing Ammendment
Section 294(2) Section 294(2)

Besides the ex-officio members mentioned above,
the council shall elect from among its members,
not more than 24 non-official members, which
shall include a minimum of one representative
from each Centre in the Diocese. Elected
members shall include, a minimum of 4 women
and so also representatives from persons who
have become members of the Church, as a result
of missionary work of the Church. Proportion of
shall be
determined by the Episcopal Synod and intimated

representative  of such persons,

to the Diocese.

Besides the ex-officio members mentioned above,
the council shall elect from among its members,
not more than 24 non-official members, which
shall include a minimum of one representative
from each Centre in the Diocese. Elected
members shall include six clergy from different
Centres, a minimum of 4 women and so also
representatives from persons who have become
members of the Church, as a result of missionary
work of the Church. Proportion of representative
of such persons, shall be determined by the
Episcopal Synod and intimated to the Diocese.
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M/s. Cheriyan & Cheriyan, Chartered Accountants, Miss East Road, Kottayam- 686 001.

M/s. Reji John & Co., Chartered Accountants, Near Children’s Library, Kottayam.

M/s. Kuruvilla & Co., Chartered Accountants, Pathanamthitta - 689 645.

M/s. Thomas Mathew&Associates, Chartered Accountants, Power House Road, Tiruvalla - 689
101.

M/s.Thomas Jacob&Co.,Chartered Accountants, Malankara Building Complex, Palayam,
Trivandrum.

M/s. M. Johanen & Co., No. 13 Crescent Road, Shenoy Nagar, Chennai - 30.

M/s. K.C. Koshal & Co. Chartered Accountants, 1507, Wright Town, Jabalpur (M.P).

M/s. K. 1. Abraham & Co., Chartered Accountants, Tiruvalla.

M/s. Jacob Kovoor & Co., Chartered Accountants, Cochi.

0. M/s. Jacob Abraham & Co., Chartered Accountants, Chengannur.
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oNas distinguished recognitions from the
American Academy of Religion namely
11 15 ) 51 Marion McFarIaﬁd Avo{a.rd for th.e best
Research Paper in Religion & Science
and the Best Graduate Paper Award
during the occasion of the regional
conference held at Muncie, Indiance,
USA
12 V-39 - 10 Clarify Certify
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