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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
METROPOLITAN DR. JOSEPH MAR THOMA

Circular No. 270

Blessings to you all the Vicars, Resident Clergy, Trustees
and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Beloved in Christ,

Bible Sunday is the occasion to offer praise to God Almighty who has blessed us with the
living and dynamic Word in the written format as the Holy Bible, and to uphold the ministry of the
Bible Society. Let me exhort you to intercede for the Bible Society of India during worship and
share your generous offerings as we celebrate Bible Sunday on the 4™ of December 2016. The
theme for this year’s Bible Sunday is “The Bible Society as a ""Servant'' in God's Mission: A Call
and a Challenge.”

The Bible Society of India continues in its ministry for more than two centuries, with the
mission of providing the Word of God in each person’s heart language, in the best possible manner,
at an affordable price. Of the 1652 different languages in India, Bible Society has published
Scriptures in more than 200 languages. In addition, there are 69 ongoing translation projects. Bible
Society has also published Study Bible, Children’s Bible, Bi- Lingual Bible, Audio Bible, Braille
Bible and Bible CD ROM. The Malayalam Concordance Bible was released by me in this year’s
Maramon Convention.

Inaugurated in 1956, the Kerala Auxiliary of the Bible Society of India completes 60 years of
its blessed ministry of the Word of God. The fellowship of Churches from diverse faith traditions
coming together in the ministry of the Word of God is indeed a glorious witness. The Mary Jones
Fellowship, the women’s wing of Bible Society, is being initiated in the branches during this
Diamond Jubilee year with a view to strengthening the partnership of women in the ministry for the
Bible cause. Programs are being charted towards facilitating greater participation of youth in the
ministry of God’s Word through the Bible Society.

It is only through our sincere prayers and generous giving that we can move ahead in our
mission of making the Word available to everyone. All of you should prayerfully submit your
offertory in the envelopes provided for the purpose; and the parish office bearers should take
earnest efforts to send the whole amount collected through the Bible Sunday envelopes and in
general, to the Sabha office without delay. The Clergy and the parishioners are exhorted to engage
actively in the programmes and the resource mobilization initiatives of the local branches of the
Bible Society. Let us join in God’s mission through imbibing the life transforming Word and
through sharing the Living Word with others.

May the Word “..you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life...”
(Philippians 2:15-16) help us to make our daily living meaningful and blessed.

Grace be with you all.
Dated October 18", 2016 from Poolatheen, Thiruvalla

Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan



