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Circular No. 41

Dearly Beloved in the Lord,

Youth is a worthwhile phase of one's life. The awe and wonder to ponder things and realities at this phase make the life
more challenging and enduring. We have to pay attention to build a life in harmony with God's creation in this youthness
itself.

Marthoma church could foresaw the possibility and necessity of investing in youth led to the formation of Marthoma
Yuvajanasakhyam in 1933. Teaching young people in the church to grow in their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ
and preparing them to accept and serve Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour is all it does. It is designed in a mode
which helps the youth to be a witness, wherever they are, through a worship-driven life rooted in ongoing studies and
active engagements in the society. Our Yuvajanasakhyam works should*be in such a line for the society and church,
wherever we are. Vicars and office bearers of Sakhyam from the smaller unit to its higher body, should make sure that
the church does not lose this zeal.

This year we, as a church, observe Youth week from 11th to 18th of October 2020 with the theme, Youth: Life focused on
the word of God. October 18th will be the Youth Sunday. We should give special attention in this week for our
YuvajanaSakhyam. 11th of October has been chosen to be the deputation Sunday as well.

It is very difficult for us to organise Yuvajanasakhyam programmes, the way we used to conduct before COVID 19, due
to the restrictions the government has kept for gatherings and church services. So, all Yuvajanasakhyam units should try
their best to organise centre-based deputations on 11th of October itself. The units who can't organise the same, should
allocate one member from each Parish to perform the service with their respective Vicar's accordance. Naterials by the
service, approved by the Metropolitan, should be used and are available on our website ("'www.marthoma.in"",
“www.marthomayouth.org™ )

Owing to COVID 19 pandemic, the world nations, the church and also Marthoma Yuvajanasakhyam go through severe
financial crisis. Sakhyam struggles even to spend money for daily activities. Hence, all should sincerely participate in
the offertory on 18th of October, Youth Sunday. There won't be any special covers to collect the offertory, this year.
Therefore, your offerings should be given by keeping all the increasing needs of our Yuvajanasakhyam in mind. The
offertory and special contributions should all be collected and sent to Yuvajanasakhyam office by the church office
bearers. The programmes, especially Sakhyam graamam mission in Wondimitta village in Kadappa district of Andhra
Pradesh is also to be remembered in your prayers.

Since the COVID 19 scenario continues and youth meetings can't possibly be conducted, the new ways, innovations
and the platforms available for us should be well-utilized in accordance with the needs of respective parishes and
circumstances.

It is highly appreciable that our youths are engaging in various COVID 19 service activities to help our society.
Beloved, let's pray and actively engage in the society for a better tomorrow. May this year's Youth Week be a blessing
for everyone.

May the grace of our Lord rest upon all of you.

On the 20" Day of September 2020, in the year of or Lord from Adoor Youth Centre
In the ministry of the Lord,

Wncbyree

Dr. Thomas Mar Theethos Episcopa
(President, Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam)



MAR THOMA YUVAJANA SAKHYAM
YOUTH WEEK 2020, October 8 — 15

NOTICE

Dear friend,

The statement to be made amidst the worship on 11 October 2020 as part of the deputation for Youth Week is given
below. You can choose to read the statement as such, or prepare notes and present it. Make sure to mention all the details
specified in the statement in your presentation. You can use the sermon aid attached herewith (if opportunity permits you to
deliver the sermon). May God help you deliver the statement and the sermon with prayer and readiness.

With love, + \>£ P o

15-09-2020 Rev. John Mathew C.
General Secretary

1. Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam (MTYS), established in 1933, is the pride of the Mar Thoma Church, with its most
powerful and vibrant activities among the youth.

a.  The primary objective of the Sakhyam is to help all the youngsters in the Church to accept Jesus Christ as their
Lord and saviour, and to enable them to mature into the fullness of Christ.

b. Sakhyam aims to enable the youth to grow into the wholeness of creation through a life of worship; to
empower them to respond to social realities, adhering to the values of truth, justice and dharma; to develop in
them an aptitude to learn the holy bible, the basic tenets of our faith, our worship, customs and traditions, and
church history; to strengthen them in the faith traditions of our church through meditative life and bible study; to
prepare them to undertake the mission of the church through active involvement in the local parish; to lead
ecumenical movements along with other youth movements; and to ensure co-operation and consensus between
the people of other faiths and visions involved in the process of nation-building through constructive debates.
MTYS attempts to fulfil these objectives through worship, study, witness and service.

2. Activities of Sakhyam are spread over all the different dioceses of the church. 746 sakhas have registered as part of the
Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam in the current year.

3. The activities in Sakha, Centre, Diocese and Kendram are organized under the auspices of different sub committees
like the Study Forum, Vanitha Forum, Ecumenical Action Forum, Mission and Evangelism Sub Committee, Prathibhavedi,
Dalit Concern Sub Committee, Sports and Games Sub Committee, Mission to Schools and Colleges Sub Committee,
De-addiction and Social Awareness Sub Committee, and Swaralayam.

4. Aregistered society named Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam Society for Development Actions (MYSDA) functions
with special focus on social development programmes. MYSDA provides aid for house construction, marriage, education,
medical treatment, and self employment (eg: candle making unit, swadeshi products manufacturing units etc.). It also
initiates leadership-training programmes, seminars, flood relief projects, various awareness projects etc.

5. Ten-day Intensive Training Institute (ITI) conducted under the combined auspices of Sakhyam and the Theological
Seminary to develop in the youth an aptitude for the Bible, church history, counselling, and other socially relevant
issues, Weekend programmes in parishes, 50-day Lenten devotions named “Sukrutha Sancharam,” retreats,
“Vasantholsavam™-Teenagers’ Camp, Mission tours, gatherings of earlier workers, Kalamela, Study Book Examination,
Competitions for Story-Potery-Essay-Manuscript Magazine, participation in national and international camps, organisation
of Yuvavedi, helping out in the Sabha Book Depot and cassette distribution during Maramon convention, and anti-drug
campaigning in schools and colleges are among the divergent programmes conducted regularly by the Sakhyam.

6. A General Committee consisting of more than 40 members elected from different dioceses lead the activities of the
Sakhyam. Nine workers, along with the General Secretary and Assistant Secretaries, are employed on a full-time basis
in the Sakhyam office, Youth centre and outside-Kerala office.

7. Mar Thoma Youth Centre, Adoor, is a proud establishment of the Yuvajana Sakhyam. Being a popular camp centre in
the central Travancore, it offers venue for the activities of Sakhyam in sakha, centre, diocese, and Kendra levels,
besides hosting the conferences conducted by different religious, political and cultural organizations. The centre provides
modern facilities including an auditorium with seating capacity for 1000, a mini-conference hall for 100, and residence
facility for 600 people. A beautiful chapel situated in the Youth Centre premises as part of the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations of the Sakhyam is a pleasant space for meditative sessions and worship. The Youth Centre is an apt
space for camps and conferences held by parishes, or organizations like Sunday School or Sevika Sangham, at
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sakha, centre and diocesan levels. 25% concession is available for programmes organized by Sunday School and
Sakhyam.

Mar Thoma Youth Centre and Yuvajana Sakhyam Office, Bangalore serves to coordinate and organize activities of
Sakhyam outside of Kerala. Calendars in Kannada language are published through the centre. Centre focuses much on
the Youth of the mission fields of different linguistic backgrounds. Chapel, library, and residential facilities to conduct
camps and conferences are made available in the Centre. One of the Assistant Secretaries of Sakhyam resides in the
Youth Centre and gives leadership to the activities from there.

“Sakhyam Gramam” (Kadappa Mission) is a dream project undertaken by the Yuvajana Sakhyam as part of its 80" year
celebrations. St. Thomas school in Vondimitta village in Andhra Pradesh is in the path of its growth. About 30 students
have enrolled in the school. Dedication service of the Mission House constructed with the support of Sharjah Mar Thoma
Yuvajana Sakhyam was conducted under the leadership of The Most. Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan on 22
February 2020. The plentiful support, prayer and encouragement of Sakhyam friends and church members are needed
to continue with the activities of the mission and the further development of the school. Your donations for the Sakhyam
Gramam can be sent to the Yuvjana Sakhyam Office directly (General Secretary, Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam,
Tiruvalla 689101). We welcome you all wholeheartedly to be a part of the mission activities of the Sakhyam.

Thonniamala Project: 1 acre and 70 cents land was bought in Thonniamala of Pathanamthitta district with a view to
widen the activities of the Sakhyam. Deliberations are under process to make use of this land to initiate a project that is
beneficial to the youth.

Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam has two official publications: Mar Thoma Yuvadeepam and Ripples. Both magazines
are published on a monthly basis. Yuvadeepam is loaded with valuable articles, stories, poetry, bible studies, and
analyses of present-day reality. Ripples is the only magazine of the Mar Thoma Church to be published in English.
Poetry, stories, meditations, articles, and other informative sections are included in the lIRipples. For Yuvadeepam, the
annual subscription fee is Rs. 100; friends scheme (for 3 years) is available for Rs. 250; and life time subscription fee is
Rs. 1000. Ripples has an annual subscription fee of Rs. 150, friends scheme (3 years) of Rs. 300 and life time subscription
scheme of Rs. 1000. All the church members are requested to subscribe to both the magazines and to promote them.

Yuvajana Sakhyam Calendar: Publishing the calendar is an important service rendered by Sakhyam. Calendar is
published every year in a beautiful manner, including accurate information regarding important days of the church, bible
portions allotted for Sundays and other special occasions, details of the church and its institutions, and short notes that
help to prepare sermons based on each Sunday's theme. Sakha office bearers are requested to make necessary
arrangements to ensure that a copy of the calendar is delivered to every house in the parish.

We are celebrating this year’s Youth Week in a peculiar context where the government has imposed restrictions over
the conduct of regular worship and other gatherings of the church due to the Covid crisis. Please ensure that the
arrangements for Youth Week is made following the Covid protocol and try to bring in as many members of the Sakhyam
as is permitted by the government for the Youth Sunday worship. This year, we have selected “Youth: Life Focused on
the Word of God” as the theme for observing Youth Week. Sakhyam members are requested to organize classes and
meetings in the online mode during this week to study and discuss the topic in detail.

Due to the special circumstances due to Covid, it has become difficult to conduct regular meetings of the Sakhyam. Try
to adopt new methods to organise programmes that respond creatively to the needs of the parish and its surroundings.
Also requesting your wholehearted participation in the online activities conducted by Sakhyam. Yuvajana Sakhyam
members should also be ready to serve as active volunteers in the campaigns for Covid prevention and activities for
disaster management.

More than 2 crore 50 lakh Rupees is needed for the activities of Sakhyam in this year. In the present circumstance where
the national governments and the church are facing severe economic crisis due to the ongoing Covid situation, the
financial situation of Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam is no different. It has become difficult even to meet the daily needs
of Sakhyam. All are requested to keep this in mind and participate in Youth Sunday offertory enthusiastically.
Special covers will not be distributed this year to collect the offertory. It has become imperative to be generous
in our contributions, comprehending the peculiar circumstance that we are in. Parish office bearers are requested
to pay attention to send the entire amount collected as offertory and special donations on 18 October to Yuvajana
Sakhyam Office without delay. Members of Sakhyam are also requested to take the initiative to collect donations
individually and to send it to the Sakhyam office. Please keep Yuvajana Sakhyam activities in your constant prayers and
extend your warm support and encouragement to all our initiatives.

Let us all be a part of the activities of Sakhyam, live as Christian witnesses, and help in building the kingdom of
God. We shall pray and work together for the deliverance of the world from the grips of this unprecedented crisis. As we
conclude we remember with gratitude, all those who have provided necessary leadership and cooperation in the growth
of Sakhyam till this day.



youths. Lord, we pray for all those who are facing this crisis and pray that strengthen
them to sail over this wave of uncertainty.

C: Hear our Prayers

L: God, we pray for all the mission and evangelisation activities done through our
church. Especially, we pray for the mission activities of the Mar Thoma Yuvajana
Sakhyam; Sakhyam Gramam, mission workers and those who support the mission
activities.

C: Hear our Prayers
Prayer of Dedication (All together)

Triune God, we come to your holy presence with humble hearts. Remove the
darkness of our hearts and enlighten us with your wisdom. Guide us that we may not
become conditioned to the patterns of the world, and transform us to become agents
of change in the society. Strengthen us with the power of the Holy Spirit to remain
rooted in the Word of God and assume effective leadership to resolve the crises
around us. Enable us to bear witness to you and be fruitful ministers in your vineyard.
Amen.

All'to Jesus | surrender,
Humbly at His feet | bow,
Worldly pleasures all forsaken;
Take me, Jesus, take me now.
| surrender all,
| surrender all.

Allto Thee, my blessed Savior,
| surrender all.

O Lord Christ, shut not the door of your blessing against us... (Order of
Worship page 10)

Lessons for Reading
1. Gen. 41:37-43
2. Phil. 1:1-16

MAR THOMA YUVAJANA SAKHYAM
YOUTH SUNDAY
2020 OCTOBER 18

ORDER OF WORSHIP

(Approved by H. G. The Metropolitan)
(Use this order along with the Order of Worship)

Call to Worship

“O children of God, let us worship the Triune God with humble and united hearts.
For he is awesome, worthy to be praised, the one who calls us to be his living
witness. " (Ps. 113:1,2)

Hymn
The Kauma: An Act of Adoration (Order of Worship page 1)
Prayer: O Lord God, . . . (Order of Worship Page 2)

Opening Prayer:

Leader: Almighty and Eternal God, source and sustainer of life, we praise you for the
gift of freedom we possess in our lives. Through Jesus Christ the new Adam, you
redeem the cosmic order. Grant us the divine wisdom to imitate Christ's humility
and continue the ministry of reconciliation. By the power of the gospel that brings
salvation, enlighten us to be its witness in our life situations. Empower us with your
Holy Spirit that amidst this pandemic and growing uncertainty, we may meaningfully
participate in this worship and rejuvenate our spiritual journey. Triune God, guide
us that we may always do deeds which are righteous in your sight and bring glory to
your name. In Jesus’ name we pray...

Congregation : Amen.
Prayer of Confession

“...for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing.” Jonah 4: 2b (After each
prayer, the response shall be “Lord have mercy”.

L: Most Merciful father, full of compassion and love, we confess our shortcoming of
failing to reconcile with those of whom we have erred. Through Jesus Christ, you



reconcile the fallen humanity and set things in right order. But often our ego, our
arrogance and pride become stumbling blocks in mending these relationships and
thereby fail in our ministry of reconciliation. With penitent hearts, we bow our heads
and pray,

C: Lord have mercy

L: L: Most Merciful father, righteous and just, we confess our shortcoming of often
remaining silent and indifferent towards the unrighteous and unjust practices existing
in our church and society. We the members of this mystical body, who are united by
your divine love, have often allowed the factors of caste, economic and gender
disparity to play decisive role in hindering its meaningful existence. With penitent
hearts we bow our heads and pray,

C: Lord have mercy

L: Most merciful father, the magnificent creator, we confess our shortcoming for
remaining deaf and indifferent towards the groaning of the nature. We the crown of
your creation, with greed and selfish motives, have exploited nature and its resources,
and remained indifferent towards the agencies that are trying to hamper the ecological
balance of our environment. With penitent hearts, we bow our heads and pray,

C: Lord have mercy

L: Most merciful father,the epitome of justice, pardon our shortcoming of remaining
ignorant towards the growing digital divide around us. We often remained selfish
and acted blind towards the increasing disparity in the use of internet and seldom
tried to strive for bridging this gap. With penitent hearts, we bow our heads and pray,
C: Lord have mercy

Mar Bala’s Petition (Order of Worship Page 5)
L: Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

C: Glory be to you, O God

(to be repeated thrice)

The Magnificat — Song of Virgin Mary (Order of Worship page 5)
Prayer of Thanksgiving

“Itis good to give thanks to the LORD; to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in morning, and your faithfulness by night.” (Psalms
92: 1, 2) After each prayer, the response “Lord, we thank you” .

L: Gracious God, we thank you for the contributions of the medical staff, frontline
workers, government health organization and other agencies who are striving hard
in curbing the spread of the Corona virus. Especially we acknowledge the effective
and diversified role played by the Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam in initiating relief
work and setting up Covid care help desk and centers all throughout these days.
C: Lord, we thank you

L: Gracious God, we thank you for the fasts and feasts of our church that enable us
as a community to mature in our spiritual journey. Especially we acknowledge the
prayerful contributions of the pioneers of the formation of its liturgies that helps us to
reorder and rejuvenate our spirituality.

C: Lord, we thank you”

L: Gracious God, we thank you for the various agencies of our church that are
meaningfully engaging in providing counselling support to people facing isolation,
anxiety depression and other such crises. We thank you for their engagements that
help the community to adapt to this ‘new normal’ of life.

C: Lord, we thank you

Ekba

Psalms 113, 117

Prayer of Intercession

“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.” (Mathew 21:22) (After
every prayer, the response shall be *, ‘Hear our Prayers’)

L: Lord we pray for the Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam and all its members.
Especially, we pray for the leadership of our Valiya Metropolitan, Mar Thoma
Metropolitan, Suffragan Metropolitan, Episcopas, clergy, evangelists, office berarers
of Yuvajana Sakhyam, staff, people who were associated with the Sakhyam earlier
members of the Yuvajana Sakhyam around the world, Sakhyam friends and for
those standing outside the ambit of the Sakhyam activities. God, we pray that you
reform the youth that they continue to live a life filled with a God driven hope.....

C: Hear our Prayers

L: Covid 19 has severely disrupted the economic sector of our society. Migrant
workers, people working in small scale industries and unorganized sectors are the
worst affected. Job loss, financial instability, have also created insecurity among the



MAR THOMA YUVAJANA SAKHYAM

YOUTH SUNDAY - 2020
SERMON NOTES
“Youth; A Life Focussed on the Word of God” Luke 10: 25-28

A bouquet of thoughts from the passage
(Luke 10 :25-28 (Evangelion)| Genesis 41:37-43| Philippians 3:1-16 | 1 Timothy 4:7-16)
Introduction

The reality of our time

The questions that affects the youth and their future in our country (India)lie in four kinds of peripheries /
margins:

Geography. The border between India and China at Galwan valley - will the truth ever come out? Is our country
strong enough to defend itself and its priorities or are we made to believe the lies and half-truths?

Life. The COVID-19 pandemic has killed over seventy three thousand people, affecting forty three lakh
people, with nearly 90,000 cases being reported every day (at the time of writing). People are at the brink of
life and death, with potential of contagion looming over them. No one is sure of receiving adequate medical
care.

Economy. Some are working yet fear of losing jobs any time. Some have been laid off and are seeking a new
job. This periphery of being on the career ladder and waiting on the ground is where a great number of the
youth are. Urban unemployment in India is increasing. Many of the migrant labourers who returned to their
native states for safety are unable to find work. People who have lost jobs are sliding into financial constraints
with no signs of help, available, despite the governments perception games and the announced cash handouts.
Yet google is investing 33,000 crore in Jio. In six weeks, Jio got 87,000 crore as investment. Does that not
sound absurd when people are dying, being thrown in to poverty, do not have the money to repay loans, and
have no job security?As Anisha Sircar, noted in the Scroll.in , there is a “crisis within a crisis,” with the expected
finances failing to arrive at the state coffers, due to lack of foreign remittances and loss of jobs.

Relationships. It is the Psychologist Anthony Silard, who said, that we've been social distancing for 13 years.
The COVID-19 just extended it. He goes on to say, “The coronavirus is the second threat to our way of life in
the past 13 years to result in unprecedented social distancing. The first, which appeared in 2007, is the
smartphone.” And this distance, amplified by the COVID-19 crisis, has driven many a youngster to despair,
anxiety, a feeling of helplessness and hopelessness. Many of us have been pushed to the limit in our relationships
or are pushing each other out of the existing network of relationships.

What is the message for Christian youth during such a time?
Text

Let us now focus on the text before us. The story of the good Samaritan tells us approaching the suffering ones
is as important as approaching your goal.

Hands that reach out with mercy are as important as hands that reach out for Mercy.

The priest is someone who lifts up his hands seeking the mercy of God and offers sacrifices as a symbol of
penitence or as an expression of keeping the covenant with God. Yet, Jesus question to the expert “Who do
you think was a good neighbour?” reveal that ones who refuse to reach out with mercy are not the ones who
will inherit the promised eternal life.John Shea comments that the Pharisee could cite the law but could not
enact it.

The suffering of man in the parable, who was attacked on the road to Jericho, as amplified by neglect and the
plight of loneliness. As a half dead man, he is also someone who is at the periphery of life and death. His life
would depend on the mercy of a kind hearted person.

The pandemic has robbed many of their certainties, their opportunities, health and dreams. Many, like the migrant
labourers who were forced to walk thousands of kilometers on the blazing summer roads, or travel in trains that
provided no water or food, were left dead or half dead.




Negligence from the priest and the Levite, both of whom were representatives of the religious faith, pass by “on
the other side.” A lack of empathy from the priest and the Levite, despite an intimacy with the liturgical practices,
do not win approval in the sight of Jesus. Instead it is the one who showed mercy who will inherit eternal life,
since he is the one who loved his neighbour as himself.

To show mercy, to have mercy to one another, has been a virtue that has been missing during this pandemic. The
trials conducted by media and Twitterrati, the failure to address the real human issues such as the rising covid-19
numbers and the convulsive effect of the shrinking economy.

Attention in the right direction is the path to eternal life.

The call to be more focussed and to be mindful and pay attention has never been louder than it is today in the
media and popular literature. We live livesmaxed out with mobile notifications and endless scrolling on our
screens. We seem to be more like unconscious, passive souls floating through time till we die, rather than
active living human beings. The poet, T.S. Eliot pierces our hearts as he sums up our times with the following
lines in his poem, Choruses from the Rock:

The endless cycle of idea and action,
Endless invention, endless experiment,
Brings knowledge of motion, but not of stillness;
Knowledge of speech, but not of silence;
Knowledge of words, and ignorance of the Word.
All our knowledge brings us nearer to our ignorance,
All our ignorance brings us nearer to death,

But nearness to death no nearer to GOD.
Where is the Life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
The cycles of Heaven in twenty centuries
Bring us farther from GOD and nearer to the Dust.

Our distractions often disable our ability to pay attention to what is happening around us, and hear the cries of the
ones in misery. To focus means to pay attention. To focus on the Word means to turn one’s attention to the one
who is on the border between life and death, the one who is on the border between certainty and uncertainty.

This is where Jesus’ parable became a medium to comprehend the depth of what he had memorized : to be a
good neighbour is to show mercy, to spend time, money and attention to the one in need. That was the path to
eternal life.

Perhaps the priest and the Levite felt the man was not worth their attention. Or they simply felt that they were
headed towards something of greater importance. Yet the story of Jesus and the expert of the law tells us that it
isn’'t enough that you know the words of God. You need to pay attention to that which matters! That is why we
need a bridge to come to understanding and discernment that will enable us to live an authentic life. This brings
us to the next thought.

Jesus Christ as the bridge to a true understanding of the Word.
Jesus asks two questions back to the man who asked him a seemingly innocent question:
% What is written in the law ? It is a question that sought an answer from the scripture.

1% How do you read it? This is a question of interpretation. What do you understand as the message, the
imperative and the impact of what you read.

The man at first gives the right answer. He was an expert in the law. But he did not comprehend the gravity of what
he knew. He didn't realize what it required of him. He lacked discernment.

It took Jesus, the Word, to help the expert in the law answer the very two questions raised by Christ. When he
finally receives clarity and gives the right answer, Jesus says, go and do likewise.

Jesus turns the tables. The question, “Who is my neighbour?” (v.29) places me at the centre and seeks a
neighbour.



Jesus’ question, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man...” (v.36) places the other at the
centre. It is this displacement that we see taking place when Christ comes into our life. Paul testifies that all that
was on his privileged CV, he considers loss or even rubbish, for the sake of knowing Christ. Christ displaces
the self from the centre of our life.

Focus on the Word of God, Jesus Christ - how he lived his life, how he showed compassion and mercy, how we
forgave, how he took our place and how he personified grace.

Samaritan is a symbol of God’s hope in the most unlikely of persons and places

The fact that the Samaritan (from a community which Jews avoided and distinguished themselves from) is a the
protagonist of the story, itself is telling. Jews believed the salvation would come from them. Due to their bitter
experiences in the hands of the Greeks and later the Romans who ruled them, the Jews had come to believe
in a political Messiah who would defeat the powers and restore their nation’s glory. For this reason, a non-Jew
did not appear in their vision of the Kingdom they were awaiting. Going by Jesus’ ministry in Luke, we see that
Jesus is expecting godliness to take root in the most unlikely of places - even among the despised Samaritans.
If you think your life is too far away for Christ to enthrone in your life and lead, then this portion clears all doubts.
He wants you to come to him, the Word who became flesh and lived among us.

We find ourselves in Christ when we find our brothers and sisters in need

The expert in the law finally found the right answer, when he understood the concept of the neighbour, through
Jesus’ parable. Despite his expertise, he needed Jesus to understand the right path to eternal life, to find
himself.

It is when you find Christ, that you find yoursel.

Paul says:” But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, | consider
everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake |
have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ and be found in him...” (Philippians 3:7-9)

The focus on the Word bridges the gap between knowledge and practice by being the integrating power
between the text and reader. It is Jesus Christ, who is also the wisdom of God that helps us bridge the gap
between knowledge and practice.

The message from Paul to Timothy is clear:

1 Timothy 4:12-13 (NIV) Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading
of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.

1 Timothy 4:16 (NIV) Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both
yourself and your hearers.

As we read in the first lesson today, the young man Joseph, chose to conform to God's will rather than conform
his ways to what seemed the easier option. It took him through difficult circumstances but those circumstances
did not last. God raised him up. His faithfulness was rewarded. It took him through the worst periods in life, but
God was in control, always. He found himself in faithfulness of God. Joseph, in his obedience carries in him
aspects of a character that would be perfected in Jesus Christ. And that is why we need to focus on the words
of God and Jesus, the Word of God which became flesh and lived among us (John 1:14).

Conclusion

In a recent article, Philip Yancey gave the following perspective : “ For whatever reason, God chooses to make
Himself known primarily through ordinary people like us. “What good is God?” is an open question, and God
has invested His answer in us, His followers. We are called to demonstrate a faith that matters to a watching
world.”

May our question be, to whom can | show mercy today? Whom can | care for today? What does God want me
to learn from the scripture today? And we might see that this pandemic becomes a turning point in our lives that
turns us from our fears to the hope-giving presence of God in the lives around us.

(Prepared By : Rev. Mathews George, UTC, Bangalore)
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TR I &1 3TTh St U F SeiT gT S8MT o ST,
3T 3T liTeh STAHAT & Heeh ol Ak Suner
T 9T SIe 3R Heedqul iHehT FWH, % a) ST
TET b € | gveTardt e=9 % 9 g 31u FO’i Sl e
T S AT e B

el : U AT
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A : ¥ TAW TUa, 3R S|Yd FHvekal, g &
fTEhiTeM fof 3R 3UeT A & WId i g7 DR ¢ |
O St egeh (A 1 AT &, offers 3 @ &
gt 31T 39 Tl T IMT0T fomal X 379+ qaiawoT &
HqeT @ AT &1, 39 329 ¥ HE HA arel e
3T e fohaT | TeeraTdl 25 o Wiy g8 370 fad i
b & 31T AT R

HEell : U JAT

3WET : & T3] Tuall, =1d o Ui, 3104 379 g &
e ATell Y [aueH o 3R 3@l & o g0
FHUET T §THT | g IX §H @l a4 3R e &
ST § dgd STEHMT {6 3 3T T 31 39
HEA H HeH & 9'd & HF ua U avErarr
T % T &H 30 FGRT BT ST € 3R T e ¢

Heel! : T I H
qaTe o e

“TEIET T HHETE BT HeAT §, & TWEN, oY A
ST T, WISl @l ot $&om, 3T’ uid ad ol

=TS H AR HETTAT € | I GiedT 92:1,2
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3T : PHUHT WHSR, HIRMAT [IHT0] T HeAd HF=0T
FH & INEH @ SR FHARI, SN HHART,
THRT IR e 3T 3 Toel & AR & [old
T AUH MR Uhe A &1 7 AR M1 JarsFr
&Y % RIS Ua fafaedr qor gfyet & fow iR
79 fordt O ot Fifae H3R TErIdl $g TR HH & fow
foev w0 d y=erE o B

e : & WHER, 89 X ¥=IaTg i ¢ |

ST :  HUHA THHSR, §H AR SHelltadr o Suardi
3R et & [T g=ars < & 5T, 88 319 SfeAnicsh
AT | foeiad gF 31T Ueh TR % w9 ° HeTd S
€| fouera: &9 wig fadr FEior Saarer FEdeT &
TEATYE ThT FTEH i WhR Hd ¢ H% FRT &d
3O SMEANHBAT H ;. FAArTd R FaArE A
SR &1 &

e ; & WHSER, B o 96 i € |

3T : UMY WHA, 30 TRl & IR SeIen
o9 & o0 g0 g=@g o &1 98 gar favarg i
3T 3TTeATTcAeh RaaT § &5 Terd il &1 ex fouer
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T JEAGRE Addl, Oy gEeEd RgE 9,
G iceh SFAThetTd, TeTel AT e 3R Teheaqd
T g Fehe o Wer Hare Wl "ieH & [ow gn
AR X § |

TSl | € WHPAR, 87 o1 99aTS i & |

AT :  FHUMT WHHSR, 8 AN FHelltaqdr & fafay
yEre & fU ggee wd ©, S 3o, fufdd,
SEAFAT 39 UK Toh 3T Ul sl AT i ot
ST =l WRIEY Tl USH HH H 3ol Reft ¥ o gu
£ 3% 3T EH % [0 89 §dE o §, e 39

ST % ERE ORI o 9 HeAT e JHS
o Her=aa i |

e : & WHPER, 87 X1 99aTS i & |
HEIRIAT i UTAT

“31T ST T q9 WA H fasar @ 9 98 |99 9 6
e ==t 21 ;22

3T ;33 g9 39+ o e & fotu oo &Y, A
{8, I, ST% AR 9T BeMiiete....




Heo! | WHsER, FART HTEHT Goh Ua HY |

3F[ET : HIS 19 7 BAR WA o6 MGH & H TR
EHES AT & | AR A9IgY, oY ST T HERd AnT
31T SR &1 i ST Fallteh YROTT ga &1 A
TAMT SR 3T Mo SARRRAT T8 HRUT Astamr o
SR AT g8 €1 36 Fehe § TORA ATl |H 6
foTT &9 wel T 0 a1 &Y 3R 39 Afadar i e o
T S, WHET 3% A USH Y T THR AT
T |

el | TSR, TR WTLHT T U |

AT oSl HEAW FNT AR fopy faferr qoi Fem
F % T 3 FHAUHRI TRASHT & [ &7 WL
Y, [o9ua: T THH IRASHT, THAEUEeT & il

Heell : WHER, HRT UTEHT G T8 Y |

HHYUT YT (|t uehater )

Ush TEeeR, 89 foe 88 § 39 fae 3uterr |
3 T TR &8l ¥ UBR H e T R 30 7 I
TH TR H| EH ARG HX H, TH SO A
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3THIT 1 FHA U TS § URec & HTeqq o ® H
EANT WUICR Y | THSR o 99 | dg- 8¢ aios el
= T ¥ FH Toed Y IR T I & ke i
T &M BH TWIET G 1 S| BH 3T fat el
T 3R 3 @ B aRAT H HolRrl ¥as - qeTd
T - A

A9 A F W/ FT I
AT A TROT u¥
BIEAT T HHTRD T
T & T ATAT T
TAATAEATATAE
R T ER Ay wa & dar g
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