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Church as Agents of Enlightening the World in a New Era

(Speech delivered by H. G. Most Rev. Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
On 14.11.2020 during the Installation Ceremony)

“My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For He that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is His name.”
(St. Lukel:46, 47, 49)

Honorable Bishops, respectful religious-social-cultural-political leaders, Clergy, and dearly
beloved in Christ - a warm greeting to all of you in the precious name of Jesus Christ.

On this rare and unique day when Deepavali and Children’s Day converge, I have been entrusted
with the Vocation to become the Metropolitan of the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church-by
God, the people of God, the Bishops and Clergy. I submit myself to this divine calling. United in
mind and heart with the Almighty God, the Kingdom of God, our Motherland India, the Church in
India and the Global Church in all humility, I assume my vocation to lead the Malankara Mar
Thoma Syrian Church to a new era. Weak though I am, I firmly believe that my only strength

comes from your prayers and support.

The power of prayer is the inspiration and motivation behind all human endeavours. Jesus Christ
equipped himself for the different stages of his ministry through prayers. Guided by the Holy
Spirit, Jesus Christ spent his time in the desert in fasting and prayers and this instilled in him a
clear insight about his ministry. He returned to Galilee, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and
through the spiritual strength gained through prayers (St. Luke 4:14). It was this spiritual strength
that helped him to proclaim his anointing and vocation at the synagogue of Nazareth (4:18, 19).
Right from the beginning of his ministry till his crucifixion, Christ was able to maintain the
strength and glory of prayers. A prayer rose up from Christ during all the critical situations in his
life-before taking important decisions, at the intense loneliness and agony at Gethsamene, the great
anguish and pain experienced at the Cross. The early Church experienced the strength and power
of prayers, even in the midst of severe persecution. In St. Luke 1: 10 we see that when Zechariah
went into the temple of the Lord to offer the incense there was a large crowd outside praying, at
the time the incense was offered. It was the tearful prayers of our ancestors and the grace of God
that has enabled the Mar Thoma Church to attain this state of spiritual uplifiment. I exhort all the
children of the Church to pray for the strength and fortitude of the Church in these challenging

times.

As I assume this new responsibility, I glorify God for all the people who have exerted a great
formative influence on me and who have made me aware of my divine calling and vocation. I

recall with gratitude my parents and the dedication and piety exemplified by them in their lives.

Ashtamudi — the place of my birth and my native parish have contributed greatly to my spiritual

enrichment and development. I owe a lot to many people and institutions for my spiritual
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development - my siblings, the teachers who taught me, the Clergy in my parish, my friends, the
persons who encouraged and motivated me in my theological studies, the persons who guided me
in carrying out my priestly duties — all of them have made substantial contributions to mould my
calling and vocation. The schools and colleges where I studied, the hostels and boarding where I
spent my formative days — all these institutions have helped and equipped me to lead a disciplined
spiritual life. T was ordained as a Semmash on June 24™ 1972 by Dr. Thomas Mar Athanasius

Suffragan Metropolitan. I was ordained as Kassissa on 24" February 1973 and consecrated as

Episcopa on December 9" 1989 by Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma Metropolitan. I was ordained as

Ramban on November 4" 1989 and ordained as Suffragan Metropolitan on July12™ 2020 by Dr.
Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan. In the past thirty one years the Almighty God has given me
opportunities to work along with Metropolitans like Dr. Alexander Mar Thoma, Dr. Philipose Mar
Chrysostom Mar Thoma, Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma and all other Bishops of our Church. I thank God
for the glorious services rendered by the Suffragan Metropolitans, Dr. Zacharias Mar Theophilus
and Geevarghese Mar Athanasius who were called to eternal rest while serving as Suffragans. How
great and sublime is the Grace of God — that has elevated me, their descendant to this position. I
will always remember with gratitude the support and prayers from the Clergy both in my services
as a priest and as an Episcopa. The love, concern, prayers and support showered upon me by the

people of God has been my strength till now.

The Church belongs to God. It is a congregation of the chosen people comprising of the
Laypeople, the Clergy and the Bishops. The Laymen have a very important role to play in the body
of the Church. It is their commitment and prayers that enrich and ennoble the spiritual
commitment and services of the Clergy and the Bishops. Spiritual service can never be performed
in isolation and no man can carry it forward, without the support of others. It is a collective
responsibility involving the union with God and the people of God. A blessed spiritual life can be
realized only through collective work and commitment. The people sidelined as the marginalized
and labeled as failures are also part of the Church which is the body of God. The prayers and
active participation of the children of God are indispensable for the proper spiritual functioning of
the Church.

Today is November 14™ — the day of the festival of Deepavali. Deepavali means the festival of
lights. This festival of lights is celebrated by the people all over India. It is a prayer to lead us from
Falsehood to Truth, from Darkness to Light and from Death to Immortality. Jesus Christ who
proclaimed “I am the light of the world” (St. John 8:12) exhorts his disciples to become the light of
the world (St. Mathew 5:14). The motto of the Mar Thoma Church ‘Lighted to Lighten’ highlights
this mission. In this contemporary world enveloped in darkness and gloom, each one of us is
chosen to be the lights of the world — to give light to the world. Our calling is to keep the lamp
burning till the end. The winds of adversity should not be allowed to extinguish this light. The
mission of the Church is to lead the world, from this encircling darkness to a bright radiant future
and this is possible only if we live as the children of light. The world expects enlightened minds

and ennobling deeds, from the children of God. The character and moral integrity of the people in
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power are of more importance than the splendor and power of their designation. The qualities like
honesty, integrity, responsibility and true stewardship should be retained by each Marthomite, both
in his/her private and public life.

For the past ten months the world has been experiencing a state of fear and panic under the impact
of the corona virus. The role of the Church at this juncture is not to remain in fear and panic but to
practice the peace given by the resurrected Christ. The peace offered by Christ is a peace that
transcends human understanding. In the midst of trials and tribulations it is a clarion call to surge
ahead in the midst of adversities. Christ exhorted his disciples not to be intimidated by the dark
and dismal tunnels of fear and failure, but to be united in him to spread the gospel of hope and
faith and to transform the world. At present the Church is facing the same challenges experienced
by the disciples. The responsibility of the Church and its local constituents the parishes, is to equip
people and society to arrive at a state of sustainable endurance, in this world rocked by repeated
calamities. We should have the insight to view the suicides committed in our neighborhood as our

own failures.

The urgent need of the hour is the transformation of the ‘social and geographical space’. The
Church should be actively involved in the attempts to create a sustainable and beautiful
environment. A holistic approach to environment is needed to arrive at such a state. The earth
should not be a destroyer of life, but a space to foster and promote sustainable life. Recent studies
have proved that a ‘one health’ holistic system that protects the balance of the ecological system
and the health of all living things is needed to thwart the exploitation of the fragile eco system. It is
the indiscriminate exploitation of the environment that has resulted in the outbreak of the virus
created pandemics. This is a serious finding. If we do not work for the regeneration of the
environment and its living beings, the future of humankind will become dark, dismal and disease—
ridden. As such the Church can never turn a blind eye to the environmental concerns. The sanctity
of true worship should not be restricted within the confines of the four walls of the Church, but
should encompass the entire agricultural and industrial sectors. The transformation of “space’ can
be accomplished only by the influence of true spirituality. Christ has recognized the full possibility
of social spaces. Relationship and spirituality become meaningful when the Church attempts to
transform areas that are spiritually barren and marginalized. ‘Prayers should be beneath the trees;
or shady trees should be created for prayers’ is the great lesson taught by institutions like
Santhiniketan. Renowned journalist and former Union Minister, Arun Shourie in his latest book
“Preparing for Death” echoes the same sentiments. “The garden mentality will help us to view life

not in fear, but will create in us a desire to observe life in a comprehensive manner”.

Ours is an age in which we witness the unprecedented growth of Information Technology. The
domain of artificial intelligence has paved the way for infinite possibilities and new challenges in

our life. Even if man who is considered as the crown of all creation becomes insignificant, can a

machine replace the human qualities like love, kindness, tenderness, honesty and sensitivity? It is

quite dangerous when a biological man transforms into a mechanical being. The words of prophet
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Jeremiah, become meaningful and relevant at this impasse, “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask
for the ancient paths, ask where the goodway is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your
souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16) At this critical juncture it should be possible for the Church to inspire the
world — to choose the right path and to walk through it. Villages should be empowered to promote
rural development. Sustainable developments that do not jeopardize the biodiversity should be
promoted. Digital developments should bring about constructive revolutionary changes in the field
of Media. These developments should not contribute to character assassination or political
advancement but should aim at the glory of the Kingdom of God — the development of personality
and social transformations. These issues should be approached and handled in a mature and
reasonable manner by everyone. I recall with gratitude, the exemplary work carried out by the
online media, to foster spiritual growth in the COVID-19 scenario.

The Mar Thoma Church is rich in human resources. Many of our members are experts in
professional and technological fields. Our human resources should be utilized for the overall
growth and development of our Church. The persons who have such ability and dedication should
be encouraged to take part in the mission activities of the Church. A share of the life granted by
God, should be utilized for the growth and development of the Reign of God. Many villages in
India still thirst for the word of God. The voice of God, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?” still echo amidst us. When the sound of the Lord, proclaiming “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few” is heard, a new group who replies “Here I am; Send me” should step forward
from the Mar Thoma Church. The group should comprise of the youth, the middle aged and the
retired people. Mar Thoma Church is a gospel oriented Church. The importance given to mission
work by the Mar Thoma Church should be a beacon of light that extends into the future. In these
mission fields, we should be able to encompass the diverse linguistic and cultural differences and
to reveal Christ to the people through our interactions. Worship and spiritual involvements that in

no way dilute the unique language and culture should gain momentum.

No man should be lost. No one in this world is neglected by God. The older generation should be

treated with respect and reverence. It should be emphasized, that women and children are
indispensable parts of the body of the Church. Our hearts should be weighed down by a spiritual
burden for the youth. The youth should be closely aligned with the Church so that they can proudly
and earnestly proclaim, “Mar Thoma Church is my Church.”The youth should play a significant
role in strengthening the Church in future. The Church should cultivate a spirituality that can
deeply influence the youth. In the entire activities of the Church there should be a harmony
between the continuity of tradition and the insight of modernity. The traditional reformative spirit
should be strictly adhered to and its continuity should be extended to the contemporary situation.
The Ecumenical relationships should be strengthened and all attempts should be made to work

hand in hand with the social organizations, when and wherever it is possible.

The Church is permanently responsible to the society. It is impossible for the Church, to exist and

strive as a social unit, if it is not sensitive to the thythms of contemporary society. Even when our
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nation claims that we are on the way to progress, it is quite disheartening to note that we are
ranked as one among the nations in the Global Hunger Index. Fourteen percent of the people are
undernourished and a considerable number of children under five are stunted and underweight.
The death rate due to malnutrition is increasing at a tremendous rate and on the other hand the rich
continue to live in the lap of luxury. The rich should not become the slaves of wealth. We should
keep our ears open to the cries of the poor and should help them. As the body of Christ, the Church
and its members should not ignore the fact that there is poverty amidst plenty and there is agony
amidst luxury. We ought to be compassionate and empathetic towards people who are less
fortunate than us.

Human beings are losing their humane qualities and many cruel atrocities that even shame the
animals are committed on their fellow beings. Gender discrimination is quite rampant in our
society. Under the dominance of the powerful patriarchal society, women are fated to become the
victims of abuse and the symbols of sexual objectification. Our political scenario resonates with
allegations and counter allegations. If our legal system is weakened it becomes impossible to serve
the weak. On whose side is the Church today? A new system should arise where all human beings
desire and strive to create a society where all can live comfortably and with dignity. Each and
every citizen should be made aware of the rights guaranteed by the constitution. Our legal and
administrative system should ensure that the citizens get to enjoy their rights. The prophetic
mission of our Church should be seriously considered. The contemporary social, political and
religious situation is quite complex and we should not allow our indifference and lethargy to
overcome us at this juncture. If the Church fails to involve in the problems encountered by human
beings in a convincing manner, we can rightly say that the Church is on the path of decay. The
mission of the Church is to broaden the scope of the human incarnation of Christ in this world. No
area of social concern was neglected by Christ. He walked with the people; he realized their pain
and agony and interacted with them with tenderness and kindness. A sustainable mission activity
with contemporary significance can be brought about only through a creative constructive
involvement on the part of the Church.

The need of the hour is to return to God. Christ is the head of the Church and we should have the
firm conviction that it is God who is behind our calling and He guides us and directs us in all our
efforts. The commission and assurance given to Joshua by God after the death of Moses is quite
relevant and it strengthens us. “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is
written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good
success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”(Joshua 1:8-9) What we need
today is not our self reliance but the abundant grace of God. I conclude my words by soliciting the

prayers of all of you, the children of our Church in this endeavour. May God bless you all.

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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