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FROM THE APOS
I A METROPOLITAN

DR. THEODOSIUS

Circular No. 10

Blessings to you all the Vicars, Resident Clergy,
Trustees and Members of all the Parishes under our authority

Beloved in Christ,

Church is called out to live in this world as the sign and sacrament of the Kingdom of God and to
bear witness to the unfathomable love of God. The Mar Thoma Theological Seminary is established to
train ministers for the church with this focus and has completed 95 years in its ministry. Since its
inception in 1926 with six students Seminary has grown as one of the prominent institutions for
theological education under Serampore University. We praise God Almighty for His abundant blessing
upon the Seminary over these years. Currently sixty-six students are doing their B.D. studies and 16
students from different ecclesiastical backgrounds are doing their Post-graduate and Doctoral studies
under FFRRC. The Seminary prepares and equips the candidates to face the contemporary realities and
the challenges of the time. Seminary follows a curriculum which gives due importance to biblical,
theological, liturgical and pastoral training.

Covid 19 Pandemic affected all arenas human existence and this has its impact on the Seminary
life also. Like other educational institutions we were also forced to close down the seminary due to
lockdown and continued the classes through online platform during the First Semester. By now regular
classes are resumed and all the students are staying in the campus and pursuing their studies. The new
normal situation poses challenges before the church and theological education and compels us to revisit
our life and routines. It is the responsibility of the church to equip and train ministers to face the
challenges of the time and to become effective witnesses. Seminary is actively engaging in the process
of training. So I urge the faithful to uphold the Seminary and its ministry and support Seminary in the
endeavor.

The church has specially set apart the Palm Sunday to remember the Seminary in our prayers and
to contribute generously to its needs. The Seminary requires at least 60 lakhs of rupees through Palm
Sunday Offertory during this year. We were not able to collect the Palm Sunday offertory during 2020
March due to Covid 19 pandemic. This caused financial crisis to the seminary and the seminary is
finding it difficult to meet the day to day expenses. However, very few parishes understood the need and
supported the Seminary by collecting offertory and sending it to the Seminary. We are grateful to these
Parishes, Vicars and office bearers for their generous support. Due to Covid 19, we cannot send
envelops to the parishes for the offertory collection this year. Please understand the situation and do the
needful to support the Seminary. I exhort you to contribute generously to the cause of the Seminary, and
send the entire offerings to the Principal, Mar Thoma Theological Seminary, P B No. 287, Kottayam —
686 001, before 30" April 2021.

May the Grace, Peace and Blessings from the Triune God be with us all always

Dates 5" of March 2021 from the Poolatheen, Thiruvalla

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan





