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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA METROPOLITAN
DR. THEODOSIUS MAR THOMA

Circular No.17

Blessings to you all the Vicars, Resident Clergy, Trustees and
Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

The whole world is under the grip of the second wave of Covid-19 pandemic. India still continues to
reel under an increasing wave and most of the states have opted for official lockdowns to arrest this
surge. Disturbing reports about the increase in number of cases and people dying are coming from all
over the country. The entire country witnesses the sad plight of the shortage of hospital beds and lack
of oxygen facilities .The Circular Number 16 has given detailed guidelines of our individual and
collective responsibilities in this situation. Under the leadership of the Vicar, Office bearers and
Executive committee our parishes should co-ordinate the necessary activities to set up Covid care
centers in the local level.

A volunteer squad comprising of our Yuvajana Sakhyam members should be constituted to provide
timely help and facilities to the suffering people. To ensure all possible assistance like medical care
and food to the needy, these volunteers should identify and prepare a list of the affected people and
those in quarantine and hand it over to the Vicar. These volunteers should also provide necessary
assistance in funeral / cremation of those who have succumbed to Covid -19. The Yuvajana Sakhyam
members of our parishes should take the responsibility of giving all possible help to the senior citizens
who are sick and lonely. They should incorporate the services of the medically trained professionals in
this activity. To ensure the proper ambulance services for the people in need they should co-ordinate
the services of our hospitals and other institutions, in consultation with the concerned authorities.

The parishes should provide the essential medical kits comprising of sanitizer, masks, thermometer,
oximeter, PPE kit for distribution to the needy. The financially stable individuals and parishes should
consider it as their duty and responsibility to help the deserving people and parishes in this time of
pandemic. Medical kits should be provided to the financially back ward parishes under the leadership
of'the Diocesan Episcopa.

A steering committee comprising of trained doctors should be constituted under the leadership of the
Diocesan Episcopas to give timely help and guidelines to these volunteers in emergency situations.
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Dearly beloved, today is International Nurses day, and we remember with gratitude and salute the
efforts rendered by the nurses and other health professionals in the battle against this pandemic.

“He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and
honor him” (Psalms 91:15).

The Lord promises to help those who trust him in times of trouble and let this divine promise help us to
overcome the present dire situation.

May the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Dated 12" May 2021 from the Poolatheen, Thiruvalla

MM
e

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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