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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
EODOSIUS MAR THOMA

Circular No. 55
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Blessings to you all the Vicars, Resident Clergy, Trustees
and Members of all the Parishes under our authority

Beloved in Christ,

All of you have been informed through Circular No. 40 from the Metropolitan that Rt. Rev. Dr. Gregorios
Mar Stephanos Episcopa who was the Diocesan Bishop of Delhi Diocese from April 1, 2016 has been
removed from the charge of Delhi Diocese and was appointed as Assistant Episcopa to the Metropolitan in
the Niranam-Maramon Diocese as per the decision of the Episcopal Synod which met on 27 January 2021.

During the tenure of Mar Stephanos Episcopa, the functioning of the Delhi Diocese has been seriously
impaired and subsequently the activities of the Diocese have been slowed down due to the lack of
transparency and discipline in financial matters, especially in the transaction of assets and debts thereby
incurring huge financial loss to the Diocese and also to the Northern India Zonal Assembly (NIZA). This
was further aggravated by the autocratic approach adopted by the Episcopa with the absence of collective
decisions and consensus or consultation with the office bearers of the Diocese on very important matters.
While it was possible to convene meetings in Covid times through online media, serious dereliction of duties
and violation of constitutional requirements were shown by not convening any such meetings of the
Diocesan Council nor taking any collective decisions for the whole of one year.

Giving advance payment to buy the Bharatpur School in Rajasthan without any decision or discussion either
in the Diocesan Council or the NIZA Council, the failure in bringing the school and its administration under
the complete ambit of the NIZA as on date even after around 4 years are very serious irregularities. It was
brought to the notice of the Episcopal Synod that the members of the Delhi Diocese have raised allegations
and have filed civil cases in the court. The Synod was also keenly observing that polarization was created
among the clergy of the Diocese because of unfair granting of privileges and opportunities to a small group
of clergy and laity. It was also brought to the notice of the Synod that the office bearers of the Diocese as
well as NIZA namely the Secretary and Treasurer have taken stands in disagreement with the Diocesan
Episcopa. This also is a matter seriously viewed by the Synod.

While it is mandatory that an Episcopa of the Church has to be loyal and obedient to the Metropolitan and
devoted to the Church (Sabha Constitution Clause 36), the Episcopa of Delhi Diocese in violation of the
strict instruction given by the Metropolitan, convened a meeting of the General Body of NIZA on 27
January 2021. This is a very serious offence against the Constitution of the Church and the Episcopal Oath
executed by him. The said meeting was convened also without the issuance of a proper notice or providing
the stipulated time as per the constitution of NIZA. The Diocesan Episcopa and Office Bearers showed
undue haste and urgency to complete the proceedings by submitting the minutes of the meeting to the
registrar of societies on the same day the meeting was held. Due to the result of these incidents, the
Episcopal Synod decided to call back Mar Stephanos Episcopa. Thus he came to Kerala after two weeks and
took charge as Assistant Bishop in the Niranam- Maramon Diocese where he is continuing till date.

When there is a dereliction of duty on the part of the Clergy or Bishop, the usual practice is to find solutions
to them in consultation with the Episcopal Synod. The Late Lamented Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan
in consultation with the Synod chaired the meeting of the Diocesan Council of Delhi on 14 September 2018
and had given instructions regarding the purchase of Bharatpur School but these instructions were not
obeyed. A one-member commission was appointed to inquire about the issues related to the functioning of
the Bharatpur School. Although the report was received it was felt that a more comprehensive inquiry was
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needed in this matter. After the demise of Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan, a five-member Commission
was appointed with the Senior Suffragan Metropolitan as the Chairman. The Commission submitted their
report and a gist of this report was handed over to Mar Stephanos Episcopa asking for an explanation on the
report. The Episcopal Synod has been informed of the serious irregularities and failures. The explanations
given by Mar Stephanos Episcopa were totally unsatisfactory. In view for a need of further inquiry, in
matters related to the functioning of the Delhi Diocese, its organisations and financial transactions a three-
member Commission was also appointed. Thus a total of nine members have submitted their reports after a
thorough inquiry on the matter at different stages. All these reports have categorically pointed out that
serious irregularities have occurred in the administration of the Delhi Diocese.

The Episcopal Synod met 15 times after 27 January 2021. On several occasions during these meetings
instructions have been given after detailed discussions in order to resolve the issues related to the
functioning of Delhi Diocese and NIZA. In the Synod meeting, which met from 21 to 23 February 2022, ten
points were highlighted and Mar Stephanos was asked to find solutions to them. In the Synod meeting held
on 19 April 2022, Mar Stephanos admitted that he has shown disobedience to Metropolitan and that there
have been irregularities in financial transactions, serious failures in administration and negligence in
following the instructions of the Synod. He had expressed remorse for all this. He had given assurance that
such things will not be repeated and that he will continue to assist the present Bishop of Delhi Diocese in
resolving the problems and rectifying the irregularities related to the management of the schools by NIZA
society and also that he would find solutions to the ten issues listed out by the Synod that met from 21 to 23
February 2022. However, through the letters given later he has gone back from his assurances. It has been
observed that there are serious contradictions between his words and deeds. Despite having been given
maximum time to resolve the issues as per the directives given by the Episcopal Synod, Mar Stephanos has
refused to cooperate to date. Therefore, it has become imperative to issue this circular with much pain in my
heart.

Therefore, the restrictions imposed on Mar Stephanos will have to be continued until he shows obedience to
the Metropolitan, follows the decisions of the Synod with a penitent heart and resolves the existing problems
in the Delhi Diocese and its institutions, societies, organisations etc. and the Synod is fully convinced.
Residing in the Hermitage at Kozhencherry, he will discharge duties as assigned to him by the Metropolitan.
Till the Metropolitan grants him permission he will not be allowed to ordain Deacons or Kassissas and
consecrate Altars and Churches. Mar Stephanos must serve in obedience to the Metropolitan and in
submission to the Episcopal Synod.

This is a circular exclusively for the faith community of the Church. Reparation, repentance and renewal are
expected in the Church. All are hereby exhorted that nothing should be done or planned which could tarnish
the witness of the church or weaken its unity and integrity. The ministers of the church are called to be wise
and without blemish to serve the church, empowered everyday with the fullness of divine grace. They are
appointed to look after the flock impartially before God, the ultimate Judge and to carefully guard them
away from troubles and contentions. It is my prayer that the whole order of ministers be empowered by God
to do this.

Grace be with you all.

Dated 10 May 2022, from Poolatheen, Tiruvalla

MM
e

.

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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