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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
METROPOLITAN DR./FHEGDOSIUS MAR THOMA

Circular No. 87

and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Beloved in Christ,

We have set aside 11" June 2023 as Environment Sunday.

Human-centric development and global exploitation in our biosphere are resulting in
unexpected changes in climate, which are threatening life on our planet with extreme natural
disasters. The universe is an organic community that depends on each other for survival and
fruitful life.

As a creation of God, we must be willing to accept our radical dependence on the
Creator and our interdependence on other creatures. We must recognize that we have reached
this crisis because we humans saw fellow creatures as lower, and as objects to be subjugated.
Let us repent of such environmental sins and dedicate ourselves to repentance and renewal
on this Environment Sunday. The cosmo-environmental consciousness that we get through
the Bible should lead us to a green spirituality. “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John
3:16). We have to re-read that the vision of the gospel as not just God’s love for humans, but
love for the world. The vision that salvation and redemption are not only for humans, but
also for this earth, enables us to have a new perspective on life.

This Environment Sunday and the accompanying week should be set aside as a time
for environmental awareness and the adoption of green spirituality. It is recommended to use
the book ‘“Haritabham Paristhithi Veda Padanangal” published by our Ecological
Commission for our Bible studies. Care must be taken not to carry out any activity that is not
eco-friendly at parish levels. Energy conservation and waste management should be taken
very seriously. Teaching and learning to adopt a green lifestyle as a way of life should be
prioritized. Parishioners should give priority towards introducing agro-culture to the new
generation, and to an agricultural-friendly life. We must recognize the hypocrisy of
developments that do not contribute to healthy progress of the earth and join hands for
environment-friendly developments.

God has given to all creation a mutual responsibility to preserve the beauty of this
earth, which he saw as good, and to make it more beautiful. May we faithfully guard the
responsibility God has given to human to “till it and keep it” (Gen. 2:15).

Grace be with you all.

Dated 6 May 2023, from Poolatheen, Tiruvalla
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Dr. Theodosius Mar fhoma Metropolitan
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