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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
METROPOLITAN DR. FHEQDOSIUS MAR THOMA

Circular No. 92

Blessings to you all the iz 5 Resident Clergy, Trustees
and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Beloved in Christ,

Our Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam is the platform in which decisions to help the Church continue its
mission efficiently are made. As announced through the Sabha Tharaka, this year's Sabha Prathinidhi
Mandalam meeting will be held on August 29, September 01 and 02, 2023 (Tuesday, Friday and Saturday).
The Sabha Secretary will send the official notice of the said Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam to be held at Dr.
Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan Memorial Auditorium, Thiruvalla.

The stipulated rules for conducting the elections at the Diocesan level and through postal ballots are
stated below:

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

1. Mandalam members must fulfill their duty prayerfully as the election is a serious responsibility which
requires utmost vigilance.

2. Those who are elected must be faithful to God, good in conduct, prepared to take part in the mission of
the Church, and willing to spend time for the same.

3. The Voters List, incorporating the names of the Mandalam members received until 5.00 PM on
Saturday, June 10, 2023, will be published at the Sabha Office, and its relevant sections based on each
Diocese will be published at the respective Diocesan Offices, on Tuesday June 13, 2023 at 5.00 PM.

4. Complaints, if any, about the Voters List must be brought to the notice of the Metropolitan through the
respective Diocesan Episcopas before 5.00 PM on Friday, June 16, 2023. The decision of the
Metropolitan will be final.

5. After necessary action on complaints, the final Voters List will be published at the Sabha Office and
Sabha website, and its relevant sections at the respective Diocesan Offices on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at
5.00 PM.

6. Copies of the Voters list can be purchased from the Sabha/Diocesan Offices.

7. All entries in the nomination forms such as the names of the candidates, names of the proposers and
supporters, as well as their Register numbers and parishes, must be entered as they are in the Voters
List.

8. If there are no more candidates than the total number of members to be elected, the Returning Officer
shall declare the nominated candidates as elected, subject to Section 164(4) of the Sabha Constitution.

9. If there are more candidates than the total number of members to be elected, the names of all the
candidates shall be printed in Malayalam and English on the ballot paper in the English alphabetical
order and the election shall be conducted.

GENERAL ELECTIONS

10. Elections shall be conducted for the following positions for the period 2023-2026.

No. Office Posts
1 Sabha Secretary 1
2 Clergy Trustee 1
3 Lay Trustee & Treasurer 1
4 Vaideeka Selection Committee:
(1) Clergy 5
(i1) Laypeople 8
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All these elections will be conducted under the supervision of the Metropolitan and the responsibility of
the Returning Officers. The Metropolitan will be the appellate authority.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Barnabas Suffragan Metropolitan and Rt. Rev. Thomas Mar Timotheos
Episcopa are appointed as Returning Officers to organize the election procedures and give instructions
in conformity with the decisions of the Metropolitan. Co-Returning Officers will be appointed if
necessary. The Returning Officers will have the authority to give instructions and take decisions
regarding the elections subject to the decisions of the Metropolitan.

Nomination forms must be received at the Sabha Office before 1.00 PM on Friday, June 30, 2023.
Nominations received after the deadline will not be accepted. Those who are not able to submit the
nomination forms directly can send the nomination forms to mandalam@marthoma.in from their
respective e-mail ID submitted in the form B(5) to the Sabha Office.

Scrutiny of the nomination forms will be conducted at 2.00 PM on the same day at the Sabha Office
under the supervision of the Returning Officers. After scrutiny, the list of accepted candidates will be
published at the Sabha Office at 5.00 PM on the same day.

The deadline for withdrawal of nomination forms will be until 4.00 PM on Wednesday, July 5, 2023.

The complete and final list of candidates will be published at 5.00 PM on Wednesday July 5, 2023 at
the Sabha Office and on the Sabha website.

Along with the election of the Sabha Council members from eight Dioceses within Kerala, the general
election to the positions of the Sabha Secretary, Clergy Trustee, Lay Trustee & Treasurer, and
Vaideeka Selection Committee will be held. The required Ballot papers, Boxes, Voters list, and other
materials for the general election will be provided by the Sabha Office to the respective Diocesan
Offices. After polling is conducted under the supervision of the Diocesan Bishops, the sealed ballot
boxes and associated materials must be returned to the Metropolitan by 5.00 PM on the next day of
polling.

For Dioceses outside Kerala, the election is arranged to be held through postal ballots. For the
Mandalam members outside Kerala, the Ballot paper and instructions will be sent by Friday, July 21,
2023, by Registered Post/Courier Service/Speed Post. Mandalam members shall cast their votes
according to the instructions provided by the Returning Officers and shall return the Ballots before 5.00
PM on Friday, August 25, 2023 to the Returning Officers at the Poolatheen Office by Registered
Post/Courier Service/Speed Post. Ballot papers received after the stipulated time will not be accepted.

Counting of votes will be done on Saturday, September 02, 2023, from 2.00 PM at the Dr. Alexander
Mar Thoma Metropolitan Memorial Auditorium under the supervision of the Returning Officers and the
results declared afterwards.

SABHA COUNCIL ELECTION

A minimum of fifty percent of members elected from the Diocesan level to the Sabha Council shall be
new members. (From Dioceses entitled to elect five members, three members shall be new; from
Dioceses entitled to elect four members, two members shall be new; from Dioceses entitled to elect
three members, two members shall be new; and from Dioceses entitled to elect one member, that person
shall be new).

Except for the Diocese of Malaysia-Singapore-Australia-New Zealand, from all other Dioceses, one
clergy, and as lay representatives, one layman and one laywoman shall be elected. From those Dioceses
entitled to elect four or more members, the fourth member shall be the layperson who has secured the
most votes among the remaining lay candidates and the fifth member shall be the layperson who has
secured the most votes from among the remaining clergy and lay candidates.

From those who have become members of the Church as a result of its Missionary work, if at least two
candidates do not get elected to the Sabha Council, then to include two members from the said category,
the Metropolitan will nominate adequate number of candidates based on the highest percentage of votes
polled by them, but so that not more than one person shall be nominated from one Diocese.



22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

The full responsibility of the elections conducted at each Diocese rests with the respective Diocesan
Bishops. If a Diocesan Bishop appoints a Returning Officer, that person shall execute all the functions
related to the conduct of elections in accordance with the decisions of the Diocesan Bishop subject to
the Sabha Constitution. The respective Diocesan Bishops will communicate other instructions related to
the electoral process, and the Metropolitan will be the appellate authority.

The total number of Lay Mandalam members from each Diocese is calculated by including the number
of members to be elected from parishes, members nominated by the Metropolitan, and members
representing recognized organizations.

Members nominated by the Metropolitan and members elected from the recognized organizations will
be members of the Dioceses to which their parishes belong.

While preparing the ballot paper for the election of the Sabha Council, the names shall be printed in the
English alphabetical order without being separately classified as Clergy, Lay Members (Female) and
Lay Members (Male).

As per Section 164 (1)(a) of the Constitution, the number of Council members to be elected from
different Dioceses is regulated as follows:

Council
;l‘; Diocese Tl\;;):z:lt 27 Members to be
Elected
1 | Niranam-Maramon 92 4
2 | Chengannur-Mavelikkara 89 4
3 | Ranni-Nilackal 121 5
4 | North America-Europe 77 4
5 | Kottarakkara-Punalur 89 4
6 | Adoor 81 4
7 | Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam 77 4
8 | Chennai-Bangalore 53 3
9 | Delhi 33 3
10 | Kottayam-Kochi 100 4
11 | Kunnamkulam-Malabar 59 3
12 | Mumbai 53 3
13 | Malaysia-Singapore-Australia-New Zealand 15 1
14 | Gulf Region 30 1

SABHA COUNCIL ELECTION
CONDUCTED FROM THE DIOCESES OUTSIDE KERALA

For the sake of convenience, the election of Council members from the Dioceses of Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai-Bangalore, Malaysia-Singapore-Australia-New Zealand, and North America-Europe shall be
held through postal ballot under the responsibility of the Diocesan Bishops with the permission of the
Metropolitan.

The election from the Gulf Region will be conducted under the responsibility of the Metropolitan
through postal ballots.

After counting of votes and declaration of the results of the Sabha Council election conducted at each
Diocese, the results shall be published at the respective Diocesan Office, and shall be reported to the
Metropolitan within one week. The Sabha Secretary shall announce the same at the Mandalam meeting
and it shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

In the election to the Sabha council from the Dioceses, the proposer and the supporter shall be
Mandalam members from the respective Diocese/Region.



SABHA COUNCIL ELECTION
CONDUCTED FROM THE DIOCESES WITHIN KERALA

31. The election to the Sabha Council from the Dioceses within Kerala shall be conducted on Saturday,
August 12, 2023, at the place to be determined by the respective Dioceses. If there is a change in the
date of election, permission shall be taken from the Metropolitan.

32. Nomination papers in the prescribed form shall be received at the respective Diocesan Offices by 1.00
PM on Tuesday, July 11, 2023. Scrutiny of the nomination forms will be held at 2.00 PM on the same
day under the supervision of the Returning Officers and the names of approved candidates will be
published at the respective Diocesan Offices at 5.00 PM on the same day.

33. The deadline for withdrawal of nomination forms will be until 4.00 PM on Tuesday, July 18, 2023. The
complete and final list of candidates will be published at 5.00 PM on Tuesday, July 18, 2023 at the
respective Diocesan Offices.

34. The model nomination form for submission is attached.

Let us pray that the Mandalam meetings and elections will bring glory to God’s name.

Grace be with you all.

Dated 27" May 2023 from Poolatheen, Thiruvalla

M“’A
o

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan
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Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church
Sabha Prathinidhi Mandalam
Nomination Form

Name of the PoSt ..o e

Name and address of Candidate Male/ Register Parish Diocese Signature
Female | Number
Name and address of Proposer Male/ Register Parish Diocese Signature
Female | Number
Male/ Register . . .
Name and address of the Supporter Female | Number Parish Diocese Signature

I agree to be a candidate for the above mentioned office.

Name of Candidate: Signature:
Address:

Place:
Date:

Note: 1) The name and register number entered in the form must be the same as that in the Voters list.
2) Those who wish to contest for more than one position must submit separate nomination papers for each office.





