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and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church has grown into a global church today. The role that
the Mar Thoma Diaspora community has played in such an achievement is great and
unparalleled. The members of our Church, who have migrated to different parts of the world,
have taken the initiative and leadership to establish prayer meetings, congregations and parishes
wherever they have travelled. These initiatives have been valuable to the members of the Church
to maintain a relationship with God, love for the Church, and fellowship with each other.

They have been actively participating in worship and cooperating in service activities,
maintaining the uniqueness of the Church in a society with national, linguistic and cultural
diversity. Their services are gratefully acknowledged.

It has been a long-standing desire and request of our expatriate community to set aside one
Sunday in the year as Diaspora Sunday. We are pleased to inform you that the Episcopal Synod
has decided to celebrate the 4th Sunday of November every year as Diaspora Sunday in our
parishes, to commemorate the simple beginnings as a diaspora community, to give thanks for
God's great graces that have led the way so far, and to pray for the continued blessings upon the
diaspora community. It also reminds us of the fact that, in the current situation where many of
our youth are going to different parts of the world for higher education and work, the parishes
have a duty to provide them with good guidance and the necessary spiritual nurturing.

This year, 26™ November is to be observed as Diaspora Sunday in all parishes. Let the
celebration of the Diaspora Sunday be a meaningful opportunity to participate in the building of
God’s Kingdom. We exhort the prayerful cooperation of all that the observance of the Diaspora
Sunday may lead to effective ministry as good witnesses and stewards in the Church and society.

Grace be with you all.

Dated 31* August 2023 from Poolatheen, Tiruvalla
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