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Circular No. 147

FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA

Blessings to you all the WLam¢ Résident Clergy, Trustees,
and Members of all the Parishes under our authority.

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The decisions regarding the use, construction, and fees associated with burial vaults/tombs in our

churches have been communicated to everyone through two Kalpanas (Circular No. 105 dated 2™
February 2004, and Circular No. 260 dated 20™ June 2016, pertaining to the burial of Clergy and
their families and the use of tombs/vaults). In the light of a need for clarification on certain

provisions within these Kalpanas, the Episcopal Synod recognized the necessity of addressing these
issues and entrusted a subcommittee to study the matter and submit a report. The Episcopal Synod,

which convened on 29" and 30™ November 2024, reviewed the report submitted by the

subcommittee and has adopted the following decisions. The instructions outlined in this Kalpana
must be adhered to along with Circulars 105 and 260.

l.

A Clergy or his family may conduct the burial of their descendants in the tomb they have
constructed at their own expense in the parish cemetery. Even if it happens that family
members pass away first and are buried in the tomb, there is no objection to burying the
Clergy’s mortal remains in the same vault upon his demise. The tomb should be considered a
family burial vault.

If the wife (Baskiomo) of a Clergy passes away first, permission is granted to bury her mortal
remains in the tomb or space designated for the Clergy by the parish.

. As per Circular No. 260, the tombs constructed by the parish for Clergies may be used only

for the burial of a Clergy, his wife (Baskiomo), and their children who are Clergy, along with
the wives (Baskiomos) of those children. The burial of anyone else in these tombs is not
permitted.
The instructions in Circular No. 260 must be strictly followed in spaces specifically allocated
by the parish for Clergies.
The rule of "one tomb for one family living together" must be observed. This instruction
must be adhered to alongside Sections II (6) and IV (6) of Circular No. 105 dated
2" February 2004.
For the second and subsequent burials in a family burial vault, half of the existing burial
vault fee or 1,000, whichever is lower, may be charged.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Dated 10™ January 2025 from Poolatheen, Tiruvalla

it

Dr. Theodosius Mar Th(;ma Metropolitan





