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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
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Blessings to all the Vicdesae2sident Clergy, Trustees
and Members of all our Parishes in the Church

Circular No: 175

Dearly Beloved in Christ,

The church is called and commissioned to engage actively in the world and to enliven the values of the
kingdom of God on earth. The clergy of the church are bestowed with the responsibilities of interpreting
the word of God and doing effective pastoral ministry by discerning the signs of the times. They are
called to observe meaningfully the faith and sacraments of the church and equip the faith community to
witness to the salvific act of Our Lord and Saviour in this world. The Mar Thoma Theological Seminary,
Kottayam is completing 100 years in 2026 in the ministry of training the clergy of the church. Various
centenary celebrations have been arranged in connection with the theme “Tabnit” (pattern or order) based
on Exodus 25:9. Apart from the centenary inaugural and valedictory ceremonies, academic seminars,
alumni reunions, educational assistance for economically backward students, leadership empowerment
programmes, B.C.S. course, tree planting related to environmental protection, Serampore University
Convocation in the year 2026, Sinai Centenary Block etc. have been arranged as part of the centenary
celebrations.

Our seminary is one of the prestigious theological institutions under the Senate of Serampore College
offer the four year B.D. Programme and currently 58 students are being trained at the Seminary. In the
Post-graduate and Doctoral studies of the Federated Faculty for Research in Religion and Culture
(F.F.R.R.C.), ten M.Th. and eight D.Th. students hailing from different denominations and linguistic
backgrounds are staying on the campus. The inclusive approach of seminary fosters a deeper
understanding of ecumenical vision.

Following the decision of the Episcopal Synod, six-month pre-theology course began in the month of
September at the Karukachal Extension Campus and 21 students are undergoing this training. Three
faculty members and four M. Th. students are residing in the campus. Furthermore, special training classes
for those who have completed their B.D. course have also been conducted on the campus.

Palm Sunday is set aside by our church to pray for our seminary and support it through the offertory. The
seminary’s financial situation has been severely affected by the current economic policies. To ensure the
smooth functioning of seminary activities, at least 80 lakh rupees has to be collected through this year’s
Palm Sunday offertory. Gratitude is indebted to all the parishes and individuals who have contributed
generously to the works of seminary. I urge you all to understand the financial needs of the seminary and
participate generously in this year’s Palm Sunday (29th March 2026) offertory. The entire offertory
collected on the Palm Sunday has to be sent to the Principal, Mar Thoma Theological Seminary, P.B. No.
287, Kottayam - 686 001, Kerala, India or directly to the Sabha Office, Thiruvalla by April 30, 2026.

I exhort you all to pray and support the seminary so that the theological training received from the
seminary may be contextual, blessed, and meaningful for the ministry of the church. May the Almighty
God enable us to actively participate in the works of the Kingdom of God.

May God’s Grace be with you all

Dated 3" February 2026 from Poolatheen, Thiruvalla
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Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan



