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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA
METROPOLITAN DRz

Circular No. 185

Blessings to all the ﬂ{{esident clergy, trustees
and members of all the parishes under our authority.

Dearly beloved in Christ,

The priests are called to carry out the pastoral ministry in the world as good stewards in the body of
Christ, which is the Church. Let us pray for the Clergy who are entrusted with the ministry to lead
God’s people to spiritual growth and to equip them to bear witness to the gospel.

The Clergy Medical Aid Fund Offering is an arrangement made to provide financial aid for clergy
and their family members in times of illness. Under this scheme, a maximum of 50,000 per year is
provided for OP treatment. A group insurance policy offers up to 3,00,000 per year for IP
treatment. A special medical aid scheme from the Sabha office continues to be available for clergy
above 85 years of age.

As a Church, we have set aside Sunday, June 14, 2026, as the day to collect this offering toward the
Clergy Medical Aid Fund. Parish office bearers are requested to ensure that all offerings collected
during worship including those received in envelopes and any special contributions received for this
cause are remitted promptly to the Sabha office. This year, the expected total offering under this
category is 40 lakhs. All parish members are kindly urged to participate sincerely in this offering.

It has already been informed through Circular No. 176 that, with effect from 1 April 2026, the
contribution of the existing medical insurance scheme has been increased from 4% to 5%. Each
clergyperson must contribute 5% of their basic salary to this fund. The parish/ institution where they
serve must also contribute an additional 5% of their basic salary. These monthly contributions must
be paid to the Sabha office by the 30th of each month. Clergy serving outside India are required to
contribute 2% of their total salary, including allowances, to the Medical Assistance Fund. The
contribution can also be paid in advance. All active clergy are obligated to pay their due share under
this scheme. Only those clergy who pay regularly and without arrears will be eligible for assistance
from this fund. The contributions from retired clergy will continue as per the established pattern. In
the case of retired clergy and those on medical leave due to illness, pension/allowance will be
disbursed after deducting 4% from their pension/allowance.

Beloved, may God strengthen our clergy in body, mind, and spirit to serve for the glory of His
name.

May God’s grace be with you all,

Dated 12" May 2026 from Poolatheen, Thiruvalla
Aud X2
Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan.




