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FROM THE APOSTOLIC SEE OF MALANKARA

and members of all the o Tes under our authority.
Dearly beloved in Christ,

The Church has set apart Sunday, October 25, 2026, as the Christian Family Dedication Day. The
theme of this year's Family Sunday is ‘Family: Celebration of Relationships’. May this day provide
us with an opportunity to reflect deeply on the family life that God has graciously given us, to
nurture divine love and care in our family relationships, and to renew our dedication of our families
before the presence of God.

The family is an institution established by God to fulfil His will on earth. It is a small reflection of
the Kingdom of God here on earth. Relationships filled with love, care, patience, acceptance, and
mutual respect make a family truly meaningful. The beauty of family life is sustained when family
members support one another in times of joy and sorrow, pray together during the challenges of life,
and share their happiness with one another.

Family life is not confined to blood relationships alone. The theme, “A Celebration of
Relationships” should not be celebrated merely within the four walls of our homes. We must learn
to recognize the people of God around us as our brothers and sisters and extend the circle of our
love and care to those who experience loneliness and those who, for various reasons, have become
distanced from their families and society. As the boundaries of our families expand in this manner,
the love of Christ will become more tangible in our society.

Family prayer, the reading of the Holy Bible, and worship must be given due importance in family
life. Only families rooted in the Word of God can pass on the values of love, justice, and peace to
the next generation. At the same time, every family must be willing to share its blessings with
others, help those in need, and work together for the welfare of the Church and Society.

All families are encouraged to participate in the Holy Communion together on Sunday, 25 October,
and renew their dedication of family life before the presence of God. Every family is requested to
participate actively in the worship service and the observances of Family Dedication Day. May our
homes become places of love, peace, patience, and care, and may our families become witnesses to
the Kingdom of God. May the Word of God, “But as for me and my household, we will serve the
Lord” (Joshua 24:15), be the guiding light of our family life. May the family be a celebration of
relationships, and may our relationships become a testimony to the love of Christ.

May God’s grace be with you all
Dated 05" October 2026 from Poolatheen, Thiruvalla

Gt

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan.
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